


Hi Friends, Family, and Mission Partners, 

Hope this summer is treating you well! You haven’t heard from me since the spring, so here’s 
what the missionaries have been up to at Covecrest! 

 

SUMMER CAMP PREPARATIONS 
After my family’s visit, Easter break, and Marissa’s visit, the rest of the spring had a 
pretty calm retreat schedule but was filled with preparations for summer camp. Life 
Teen has three summer camps around the country (Covecrest, Hidden Lake in 
Dahlonega, GA and Golden State in California) which run from May-August. Each 
missionary has specific summer roles- some of the full-time missionaries coordinate 
camp, some act as mentors for our college students, some travel to Haiti and a couple 
are sent out to Life Teen’s various conferences around the country. We spent the 
weeks leading up to camp preparing for our roles and finishing up our formation 
year. It is bittersweet to put an end to the stillness of camp during the week. 

To prepare for the oncoming 
craziness of summer, the full-time 
missionaries spent a weekend in 
Pensacola! Road trips are the best! 
The girls stayed with Jay’s mom (he;s 
one of the guys in my class) and the 
men stayed with our good friend, Fr. 
Jimmy Grebe! It truly was a gift to 
spend some final community time 
before being sent out. 

Summer 2016



SUMMER missionaries 
May 15th, about 50 college-aged summer missionaries from all over the country joined us at camp.  
Summer missions was a life changing experience for me. Our colleges students live in community and 
commit to a Rule of Life similar to Full-time missionaries. Becoming a summer missionary is a rather 
selective process, but we are so confident that these individuals are meant to be here! Its incredible to 
see so many faithful young adults all together on one mission. Before we start camp, our missionaries 
go through an intense two-week formation where we cover the basics of relational ministry and 
develop a more personal relationship with the Lord. Its nothing short of life-changing. 

My particular role for the summer is the Office Assistant. I coordinate all of our college service crew 
girls who are working on our hospitality team (pictured top right). We make our guests feel welcomed 
and cared for by preparing places for them to stay! St. Benedict says “Hospitality requires not grand 
gestures but open hearts.” My primary mission this summer is to care and form the 6 women on that 
team. I’ve seen Jesus do some beautiful things in their lives, and I have no doubt that going home, 
they will significantly impact their own college campuses with a zeal for souls. In fact, two of my girls 
are becoming full-time missionaries in the fall! 





SUMMER CAMP 
What exactly happens at a Life Teen Summer Camp? As I mentioned, Life Teen runs 3 incredible 
summer camps all around the country. Our goal is to create an environment where teenagers to 
encounter Jesus Christ- not an idea or a textbook or a set of nice morals- the person of Jesus Christ.  
Our church is filled with too many people who know a lot about Jesus but don’t know Jesus. We do 
this through some crazy awesome camp activities- white water rafting, high adventure courses,  hiking, 
messy games, and all your typical summer camp activities. The evenings are something different 
though- each night we dive into Life Teen Summer camps’ 2016 theme- Unfinished. God is not 
finished with us yet. Even when we believe that we are beyond saving- His love is something that we 
could never screw up or be beyond. He loves us exactly as we are but far too much to leave us that 
way. And He is after our hearts. Music, talks, times of prayer, Eucharistic adoration, and mass are all 
part of the week.  

We don’t want our teens to just have a camp high and no support when they go back home. For this 
reason, campers come with their church and attend a week of camp. That means we don’t have 
summer-long campers or teens without their own youth group community. By the end of the week, 
teens have been able to experience God in a way that isn’t through a confirmation classroom or even 
a youth group textbook- Jesus Christ is someone they’ve met. 

Each week we have a new musician and host, as well as new priests and religious sisters. I think that’s 
my favorite part of the summer: meeting and hanging our with SO many incredible people. I have the 
coolest priest friends and I am so grateful that Jesus has brought them into my life. Just to name a 
few- Fr. John Ignatius, Fr. Paul Kotska, Fr. Kevin O’Keefe, Fr. Branson, Fr. Matt Radar, Fr. Benjamin 
Lehnertz, Fr. Brian Fallon, Fr. Tom Rafferty, Fr. Damien Ferrence, Fr. Jimmy Grebe, and my good friend 
Fr. Chris Martel!! Our hosts and musicians have included Sarah and Dom Quaglia, David Kroger, Grae 
McCollough, Phil Banewiecz, Randy Raus, Meagan and Dustin Heimerich, Justin DeMois and many 
many other incredible individuals.  



I BROKE MY LEG 
Week 3 of camp (2nd week of June), I was walking to the 
chapel when I snapped my fibula. You heard that right! 
Snapped my fibula. You can imagine that this incident 
significantly complicated my transportation around camp-
lets just say that I got quite agile on my set of crutches. 
Monday of this week (July 25th) was my first day in 7 weeks 
where I was able to WALK! I’m still in a boot, and I have a 
long way to full recovery, but I am THRILLED to be able to 
walk and carry things at the same time. Never have I 
appreciated the use of my legs as much as I do now. 

Women’s Sessions 
On Thursday nights each week, the camp splits up into guys and girls, and each week, I give 
the women’s session at Covecrest! I also had the pleasure of speaking to 4 weeks of camp at 
Hidden Lake in Dahlonega (those talks were to middle schoolers). In just about 30 minutes, I 
share the truth about what it means to have Jesus come close to us- why we don’t have to be 
afraid, and what it means to live a life authentically and without masks and walls. All those 
years of Admissions presentations in college really set me up for success. I LOVE speaking to 
these girls and by the end of the summer, by my count, I’ll have spoken to over 3000 women.  



Steubenville Atlanta 
The service crew had the chance to go to 
Steubenville Atlanta! I grew up going to the 
Steubenville East conference- The Franciscan 
University of Steubenville sponsors over 23 youth 
conferences around the country. Life Teen 
sponsors 5 of those! Fun fact- in a recent survey 
14% of our newly ordained priests attended a 
Steubenville conference as teens. I got the 
chance to see some teens from the Atlanta area 
who had been up to Covecrest during the year 
and some familiar youth ministers and priest 
friends. We stayed for their evening session- I 
crutched around and visited old friends. 

Next Year 
Summer will be coming to a close in just two weeks- Our summer 
missionaries will be heading home on August 11th, and I will be 
heading back to New England on August 15th.  

In June, I accepted a full-time offer from Philips in Andover, MA as a Product Configuration Specialist. Philips 
is a leader in the healthcare field and I’ll be working between sales reps and the technical side of things. I’ll be 
moving to Woburn in the middle of August. This was a very difficult decision for me: All I want to do is serve 
the kingdom of God. I want to go to bed tired after preaching the gospel all day. Right now, I really need to 
be financially free, and my student loans are a hindrance from being able to work wholeheartedly for the 
kingdom of God. in an effort to be more free to serve the church, my plan is to work for a few years and pay 
down my loans. I know for a fact that I will still be able to use my gifts for speaking, music, and ministry during 
that time period. Please pray for me, for my ministry, and for a smooth transition. 

You’ll be hearing from my one more time this year! Thank you for making it possible for me to be a missionary. 
Thank you for believing in this mission of bringing teens to Christ. Thank you for your prayers and for 
continuing to support the incredible work Life Teen is doing. 

Fundraising Update:  
I raised over $20,000 this year! Praise God! Thank you for your generous support of me and this 
mission! 


